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country. An Arab military administration would
be set up in the whole area east of the Jordan from
Akaba to Damascus. The military governors and
civil officials throughout this area would be Arabs,
and would work under direct orders from Feisal,
who would himself be responsible to General
Allenby so long as war conditions prevailed.
Feisal would communicate with G.H.Q,. through
Clayton, General Allenby's Chief Political Officer,
and would have with him Cornwallis as liaison officer.
In deference to French claims a French liaison
officer would also be appointed. The Arabs would
have no status in Palestine west of the Jordan or in
the occupied territories along the Syrian coast. The
Sherifian flag must disappear from Beyrout, where
it had been hoisted the day before, and the admini-
stration of the coastal strip would be entrusted to the
French, also of course under General Allenby's own
supreme command.
These arrangements made a great difference to my
work. In Baghdad the Local Resources Department
had been dealing with a British Military Adminis-
tration, and except for the first few days at Museyib,
where I had more or less set up my own tiny
arrangements, we had always had to do with British
military governors or Political officers in executive
controlof theArabs. I had nowtowork with an Arab
administration which was only in process of being
established, and half my time was spent in trying
to help to organise the departments with which I
must come in contact. The arrangements of the
Q, branch of the Desert Mounted Corps, to which I
was attached, had proved almost, but not quite
equal to coping with the almost miraculously rapid
advance of the cavalry from Jaffa to Damascus.